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Theme:  “How to prevent” 3rd in  “How to ..series” 

 
 

Venue:  The Conference Hotel Crowne Plaza, Hunter Valley NSW 

 
    

Options for Thursday afternoon: 
 

Jurox field trip to their factory   
Local Winery tour afternoon (?2 wineries + cheese and chocolate shop) 
Social Media workshop  (facebook, twitter etc) 
Farm consultancy course with Bruce Allworth 
Hoof trimming with Peter Best 
Golf @ the resort (bookings to be made directly with hotel) 
 Free time 

 

Evening functions:  
   

 

Tuesday night  - Welcome function buffet meal at  Crowne Plaza 
 

Wednesday night  - dinner function off site ( Lindemans winery) 
 

Thursday night -  no event planned  
 

Friday night  -  ‘Party till the cows come home’  - Gala dinner at conference venue 
 
 

Hunter Valley: 
 

Australia’s oldest wine region, just a short distance from Sydney & Newcastle. When visiting the Hunter 
Valley, most people don't want to leave. With amazing wines, fabulous local produce & quality 
restaurants, cosy accommodation properties, quaint galleries & gorgeous scenery.   Below is a link to 
the Hunter Valley website-  
http://issuu.com/huntervalleywinecountry/docs/wc_2011_guide_links_2_updated_14_feb?mode=embed&layout=http://

skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true  

 
 

Accommodation: 
 
Delegates are responsible for organising their own accommodation, the price is not included  
in the registration costs quoted for the conference.  You will find accommodation booking 
forms available on-line on the ACV website or the ACV office can fax or email one to you.  
 

In Brief... 

http://issuu.com/huntervalleywinecountry/docs/wc_2011_guide_links_2_updated_14_feb?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://issuu.com/huntervalleywinecountry/docs/wc_2011_guide_links_2_updated_14_feb?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
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Located just 2 and half hours drive from Sydney, Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley is conveniently located on 
Wine Country Drive, only 500 metres from Cessnock Airport and the Hunter Valley Wine Country 
Tourism Visitor Centre. 
 
Address:  
430 Wine Country Drive 
LOVEDALE  NSW  2325 
 

 
Set in beautiful wine country and 
overlooks the resorts 18 hole golf course.  
 

 
 
 

Child Care:   
 
Baby sitting is available from two different local businesses that will come to the hotel and look after children 
from babies up to teens.  Bookings can be made via the web, email or direct by phoning them. 
 

Bev at Red Zebra Babysitting/Childcare  www.redzebra.net.au - Ph: 0419 411 636  
 

Katrina at Kiddie Care www.kiddiecare.com.au  Ph: 1300 875 557/email - katrina@kiddicare.com.au 

The Conference Hotel - Crowne Plaza, Hunter Valley NSW 
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Free Airport transfers:  There will be a free shuttle running at 11:30am on Tuesday from the 
Newcastle Airport to the conference venue and returning back to the airport on Saturday morning at 
9:00am.  You will need to book your seat/s on the registration form.   

 
If this does not suit there are numerous transfer options  5 hire cars companies are currently available at the 
Newcastle airport and there are at least 2 transfer bus companies.  Located in arrivals, the Information 
Services desk is the first point of contact for visitors to Newcastle Airport. Whether you are a departing or 
arriving passenger, the Information Services desk can:  Book your airport transfers, including hire car / 
limousine and door-to-door shuttle bus services.  Newcastle Airport Information Services operates from 7am to 
7pm on weekdays and 8am to 6pm on weekends. For more information contact (02) 4928 9822 or visit 
www.newcastleairport.com.au 
 

By Car… 
Self drive from Newcastle airport  

Follow the Pacific Hwy towards Hexham. Follow onto the New 
England Hwy and then onto James Renshaw Drive continuing through 
to Cessnock.  Once in Cessnock, turn right onto Wine Country Drive.  
The Crowne Plaza is opposite the Tourist Info Centre.  Car rental 
services at Newcastle Airport are provided by the following 
companies.  The care rental desks are located at the arrivals end of 
the  terminal. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self drive from Sydney  

Over Sydney Harbour Bridge and follow the Pacific Hwy 
towards Hornsby.  Before Hornsby (at Wahroonga) take 
National Highway 1 (F3 Freeway) north towards Newcastle.  
After 100kms (1 hour), exit the freeway at the Cessnock/
Hunter Valley Vineyards exit sign.  Follow the signs to 

Cessnock/Vineyards.  Once in Cessnock, turn right onto Wine Country Drive.  The Crowne Plaza is located on 
Wine Country Drive, opposite the Tourist Information centre. 
 

By Bus…   
From Newcastle airport  

Foggs Bus transfers - 02 4950 0526  
Almighty transfers - 0401827568  

 

Taxi… 
Newcastle Airport’s taxi rank is adjacent to the arrivals area of the terminal.  Newcastle Taxis can be contacted 
directly, free-of-charge, on the dedicated taxi phone located in the arrivals end of the terminal.  Tel:  133 300  

To and from New Castle airporté 
Distance to Crowne Plaza = 60km W 
Via shortest route (John Kenshaw Drive) 

 136 333  
www.avis.com  

 1300 362848  
www.budget.com.au  

 131 390  
www.europcar.com.au  

 133 039  
www.hertz.com.au  

 1300 367 227  
www.thrifty.com.au  

Getting there... 

http://thrifty1-px.rtrk.com.au/?utm_source=ReachLocal&utm_medium=PPC&utm_campaign=Thrifty_Passenger_NSW_ACT
http://www.hertz.com.au/
http://www.europcar.com.au/
http://www.budget.com.au/default.aspx
http://www.avis.com/
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With more than 120 wineries, the Hunter Valley produces some terrific wines, loved at home and abroad, 
including a crisp  semillon and ripe shiraz. A Hunter Valley getaway offers a true taste of the good life where 
you'll enjoy stylish boutique accommodation, welcoming 
guesthouses, B&Bs and spa retreats. Fine restaurants can be 
found in many towns such as Pokolbin, Wollombi, Broke, 
Lovedale and Maitland. 

 
Wine and food buffs can join a winery tour, stock up on local 
olive oil, cheese, coffee and smokehouse products.  
 
If you'd like to enjoy the great outdoors with a game of golf, hot-air balloon ride or shopping for antiques and 
local artworks, you'll find plenty of options in the Hunter Valley. 
 

http://issuu.com/huntervalleywinecountry/docs/wc_2011_guide_links_2_updated_14_feb?

mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true  

Hunter Valley Gardens 
Located in the heart off Hunter Valley Gardens is the village of various shops, restaurants and cafes for you to 
enjoy during your visit. 
 
As Pokolbin's town centre, Hunter Valley Gardens Village features a variety of boutique specialty shops, 
restaurants, attractions, galleries as well as a beautiful Chapel. 
 
Enjoy the beautifully landscaped gardens of the Village and make the most of the picnic facilities, equipped with 
electric BBQs, located right next to the fully enclosed children's playground. 
 
At Hunter Valley Gardens Village there is something for everyone! 
 

Binnorie dairy 

 

Set right in the middle of the Hunter Valley's fabulous Pokolbin 
vineyard district, Binnorie Dairy produces a range of cheeses with 
distinctive characters unavailable outside the region. 
 
One of the ways this is achieved is by using only locally sourced milk. In the same way that wine reflects its 
regionality, due to soil variation and climatic conditions, so it is with dairy produce.   Open Tuesday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm. 

  
Hunter Valley Chocolate Company 

 
Located in the heart of the Hunter Valley wine 
country. These beautiful sand stone buildings 
set the atmosphere and tone for the best 
Chocolate Shops in the region!   The wonderful 
staff will make your visit something to 
remember, and the products which range 
from hand made Belgian chocolate to gourmet gifts will make a special gift for 
someone.   Come in and visit us at our three locations.  

What‟s in the Hunter..? 

http://issuu.com/huntervalleywinecountry/docs/wc_2011_guide_links_2_updated_14_feb?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://issuu.com/huntervalleywinecountry/docs/wc_2011_guide_links_2_updated_14_feb?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/hunter/hunter-valley/pokolbin/attractions/binnorie-dairy
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Paul Cusack 

 
Consultant cattle veterinarian, rumi-
nant nutritionist, and beef producer 
with post-graduate training in the in-
tensive and extensive ruminant indus-
tries.  Post-graduate training covers 
the disciplines of nutrition, health pro-
grammes, reproduction, epidemiology, 

production management, meat science, agribusiness, 
and corporate governance.  
Intern then Resident at University of Queensland Pasto-
ral Veterinary Centre, while completing a Master of Vet-
erinary Studies and teaching Year V BVSc. students 
1992/1993.  
Lecturer in Feedlot Medicine and Production for Year V 
BVSc. students at University of Queensland from 1993 to 
2002 and at University of Sydney from 1996 to 2007. 
Lecturer in Feedlot Medicine and Production for the 
Bachelor of Veterinary Science at Charles Sturt Universi-
ty 2007 on. Journal Editor and Executive member of the 
Australian Association of Cattle Veterinarians 1994-96, 
President 1997, member of the organising committee for 
the World Association of Buiatrics Congress, Sydney, 
1998.  
 
Currently director of Australian Livestock Production Ser-
vices, owner/manager of cattle trading enterprise, and 
engaged in Master of Agribusiness degree (University of 
Queensland). Australian Livestock Production Services 
consultancy clients cover intensive and extensive cattle 
and lamb enterprises throughout the eastern states of 
Australia.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matt Playford 

 
Graduated from the University of Sydney in 1986 and 
completed an internship in Pastoral Medicine in 1987. 
Worked in artificial breeding then private practice in NSW 
and Victoria before commencing doctoral research in 
parasitology at Hokkaido University, Japan in 1989. In 
1994 moved to University of Queensland cattle teaching 
practice at Kenilworth. Worked at Hoechst and Intervet in 
tech services, regulatory affairs and product development 
before becoming a consultant in 2004 with SBScibus.  
 
Director of Dawbuts Pty Ltd since Oct 2009. Member of 
the ANZ College of Veterinary Scientists in Medicine of 
Dairy Cattle. Past secretary and treasurer of the Cattle 
Chapter. Current interests are parasitology training and 
research, as well as running a diagnostic laboratory in 
Camden, NSW. 

 
 
 
 
Dr. Constable obtained his veterinary degree from the 
University of Melbourne, Australia  in 1982. He has 
worked as an agricultural animal veterinarian in 
Australia and mixed animal practitioner in England. Dr. 
Constable completed an ambulatory internship and 
Food Animal Medicine and Surgery Residency at the 
Ohio State University in the United States and 
obtained the MS and PhD degrees from the same 
institution in 1989 and 1992, respectively.  
 
Dr. Constable is board certified by the American 
College of Veterinary Internal Medicine (1990) and the 
American College of Veterinary Nutrition (2011; 
Honorary). Dr. Constable has co-authored more than 
180 peer-reviewed publications and 30 book chapters, 
and has given continuing education and scientific 
presentations in more than 20 countries. He is the 
editor, co-editor, or co-author of 3 books, including the 
10

th
 edition of Veterinary Medicine. A textbook of the 

diseases of cattle, sheep, pigs, goats, and horses. Dr. 
Constableôs main clinical and research interests include 
calf diarrhea, fluid and electrolyte therapy, shock, acid-
base physiology, surgical conditions of the bovine 
abdomen, mastitis therapy, pharmacokinetics, and 
biostatistics. He has served as Professor and Head of 
the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences at 
Purdue University in Indiana, USA since 2006. 

The speakers... 

Peter Constable 
Keynote speaker 
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Enoch Bergman 
Current ACV WA rep 

 
Enoch received his Doctorate of Vet-
erinary Medicine from Colorado State 
University in 2001.  After working for 
himself for a couple of years, primari-
ly in the lot feeding and sale barn 
sector, Enoch enrolled in and com-
pleted a Food Animal Medicine In-
ternship again at CSU.  Shortly after 

completing his internship he emigrated to Australia and 
began working primarily with beef cattle at Swans Veteri-
nary Services in Esperance WA becoming a partner in 
2006.  A strong interest in BVDV led Enoch to complete a 
number of research trials eventuating in the development 
of an in-house laboratory for performing BVDV diagnos-
tics including Australia’s first ear notch testing facility for 
the identification of PI animals.  His interests include all 
things bovine and occasionally, fishing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jamie McNeil 
Past ACV President  

Jamie graduated in 1991 with a Bachelor of Science and 
Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine & Surgery (Honours) 
from Murdoch University.   
 
Four years in mixed/dairy practice in Northern Victoria 
and South Australia. In 1996 began work at Korumburra-
Kooweerup Veterinary Clinic a mixed/dairy practice in 
South Gippsland where he is now a partner.   
 
Completed Masters degree in Dairy Medicine and Man-
agement from the University of Melbourne in 1998 and 
more recently a Masters degree in Veterinary Public 
Health and Management from the University of Sydney 
(2009).  Currently Project Leader of Dairy Australia’s 
Healthy Calves Program which aims to make sure that 
the essential components required to rear strong, 
healthy calves and which ensure all sale calves are fit to 
be transported and residue-free are known and adhered 
to by all participants throughout the calf rearing and sup-
ply industries.  

 
 
 

Barrett Hasell 
ACV Executive member  

 
 
Barrett is current Director & Veteri-
narian at Rockhampton Veterinary 
Clinic.  He is a VBBSE accredited 
examiner, Sperm morphologist and 
is NCPD accredited.  
 
Previously Coordinator Technical and Veterinary Ser-
vices, Beef Breeding Services, DEEDI (Department of 

Employment, Economic Development and Innovation) 
Rockhampton QLD. 2007 - 2010. 
 
Barrett graduated BVSc. from the  University of Pretoria 
– Onderstepoort, South Africa1987. Completed M.Med 
Vet (masters of veterinary medicine) in Ruminant Nutri-
tional Pathology at MEDUNSA (Medical University of 
South Africa) 1996. Worked in mixed practice 1987 – 
2000 in RSA. Small animal, equine, dairy, beef and feed-
lot experience. 
 
Migrated to Australia 2000, Registrar at Pastoral Veteri-
nary Centre Goondiwindi, UQ 2001 – 2005.  
Private mixed practice: Rockhampton Veterinary Clinic, 
Rockhampton 2006/7 
Beef Breeding Services, DEEDI PI&F Semen collection 
centre 2008 – 2010. 
Private practice, companion animals: Rockhampton Vet-
erinary Clinic, Rockhampton 2011 onwards. 
 

Zoe Vogels 
Current ACV VIC rep 

 

Zoe graduated from Sydney University in 2000 and start-
ed work in dairy practice at Timboon, Victoria. Gained 
memberships in Epidemiology (2005) and Dairy Cattle 
Medicine (2007).  Currently working (very) part time, con-
centrating on calf health and management. 



The Australian Cattle Conference 2012  - Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley NSW 8 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

John House 
ACV Policy Councillor 

 
Graduated from Murdoch University in 1986 and moved 
to Gippsland Victoria to work in mixed practice.   
 
In 1989 moved to California to do a residency in large 
animal medicine at the University of California Da-
vis.  Following completion of the residency a PhD and 
board certification in large animal internal medicine at 
Davis joined the faculty and worked in California through 
to 2002.   
 
In 2002 moved back to Australia to take up a position at 
Sydney University.  Currently serving as an Associate 
Professor in the faculty of veterinary science and director 
of the Livestock Veterinary Teaching and Research Unit. 
Research interests include management of infectious 
diseases, reproduction, and herd health programs.    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Neil Charman 
 
Neil graduated from the University of Melbourne School 
of Veterinary Science in 1990. Worked in private mixed 
practice in South Gippsland, Victoria from 1991 – 2004.  
 
Neil completed a Master of Veterinary Studies in Dairy 
Medicine and Management in 1995 through the University 
of Melbourne, School of Veterinary Science. After leaving 
clinical Practice in 2004, Neil completed a Master of Busi-
ness Administration through La Trobe University in 2006.  
 
Neil joined Pfizer VMRD as a Clinical Research Manager 
in 2007 where he has conducted a range of clinical stud-
ies during the development of livestock vaccines for both 
Australia and New Zealand. Neil is currently employed as 
the Strategic Technical Manager for Livestock for Pfizer 
Animal Health Australia.   

Bio’s of speakers not received at time of printing will 
be updated at later date  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Laura Rawlings 

Coopers Award Winner 
 

Laura graduated from Murdoch Uni WA in 2009.  Cur-
rently associate veterinarian at  BOS Veterinary Ser-
vices in WA. Is involved with all aspects of cattle health 
and reproduction and has a special interest in Cattle 
reproduction (AI and ET) and herd health programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bruce Allworth 
 

Bruce Allworth is currently Associate Professor in Rumi-
nant Health and Production and Director, Fred Morley 
Unit with Charles Sturt University's School of Animal 
and Veterinary Sciences. Bruce also operates his own 
sheep and cattle property in southern NSW.  
 
Since graduating from Sydney University in 1984, Bruce 
has worked at Massey and Melbourne University as well 
as completing his PhD in footrot at Sydney University. 
Bruce also gained his Fellowship from the ACVSc and 
is a registered sheep specialist. Bruce has operated his 
own sheep and cattle consultancy practice for over 20 
years, and was involved as National Coordinator for the  
National Ovine Johne's Disease program.  


